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NOTES 



Annual meeting of the 

TRUSTEES. At the regular meeting of 
the Board of Trustees, held February 15, 
the two outgoing members of the Class of 
1921 — Edward D. Adams and R. T. 
Haines Halsey — were reelected to the Class 
of 1928. 

The following officers and committees 
were elected for the year ending February 
28, 1922: 

OFFICERS 

President Robert W. de Forest 

First Vice-President . Elihu Root 

Second Vice-President . Henry Walters 

Treasurer .... Howard Mansfield 

Secretary Henry W. Kent 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Robert W. de Forest ) 

Elihu Root 

Henry Walters 

Howard Mansfield ) 
Edward D. Adams Edward S. Harkness 
George F. Baker J. Pierpont Morgan 

George Blumenthal William C. Osborn 
Daniel C. French Samuel T. Peters 



Ex-officio 



FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Charles D. Norton, Chairman 
Edward D. Adams George Blumenthal 
George F. Baker Henry Walters 

The Treasurer (Ex-officio) 

AUDITING COMMITTEE 

V. Everit Macy, Chairman 
Lewis Cass Ledyard Arthur Curtiss James 

Membership. Mention is made else- 
where of the splendid response in 1920 
to the invitations to membership sent out 
by the Museum. The acceptances for 
this year, thus far, have been equally grati- 
fying, and the contributions received in the 
form of membership fees are gratefully 
acknowledged by the Trustees. 

At the meeting of the Board of Trus- 
tees, held February 15, 1921, the follow- 
ing persons, having duly qualified for their 
respective classes, were elected : 

FELLOWS FOR LIFE 

Thomas H. Foulds 
L. Gordon Hamersley 
Mrs. E. H. Harriman 
Edward Hatch, Jr. 



SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Charles C. Burlingham 

Mrs. Walker D. Hines 

Mrs. Caroline L. Kohl 

Miss Elizabeth K. Lamont 

R. C. Leffingwell 

Fred T. Ley 

Harley B. Lindsay 

Henry W. Lowe 

Eric Muelberger 

Miss Georgiana W. Sargent 

One hundred and eighty-three persons 
were elected Annual Members. 



Sherborn Prints. The Museum has 
recently received as a gift from C. Davies - 
Sherborn a collection of no less than 261 
prints and proofs of the work of his father, 
the late C. W. Sherborn, who was for many 
years known as perhaps the most skilful 
heraldic engraver of his day in England. 
Mr. Sherborn won particular fame through 
his many and delightful bookplates, and 
because of their great success his other 
work has to some extent suffered in the 
public estimation, but it should not be 
forgotten that he was one of the most ac- 
complished engravers and etchers of his 
generation and that his other work reveals 
him as one of the artists most typical of 
his time. The collection in the Museum 
is naturally particularly strong in book- 
plates, but many of the other plates are 
also represented, so that the student may 
now see here one of the three or four fullest 
and most representative lots of Mr. Sher- 
born's work in existence. 

W. M. !., Jr. 

Chinese Tapestries. An exhibition 
of Chinese tapestry, the so-called Kossu, 
has been arranged in the room where Jap- 
anese prints have been shown. 

These delightful silk woven tapestries, 
one of the earliest kinds of figured silks 
made by the Chinese, pieces of which have 
even been found by Sir Aurel Stein and von 
Lecoq in their excavations near Khotan, 
have always been amongst the most beau- 
tiful and decorative Chinese weaves. 
Not only were infinite patience and care 
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required to make these charming decora- 
tive panels, but the designs and color 
schemes rival the so greatly appreciated 
Japanese prints. 

Together with these Chinese tapestries 
are exhibited a number of Japanese ones 
to show the difference in style. 

S. C. B. R. 

The Ornament Collection. Among 
the more interesting items that have re- 
cently entered the collection of ornament 
in the Print Room may be mentioned the 
Premier Livre de Desseins de Jouaillerie et 
Bijouterie Inventes par Maria et graves par 
Babel, a bound volume containing a title 
and thirty-four engraved plates of jewelry 
and goldsmiths' designs. This set of 
plates issued sometime in the sixties of the 
eighteenth century is, according to Guil- 
mard, "the most interesting collection of 
jewels of this time, the design absolutely 
in its style, and the engraving, as in the 
case of all that Babel did, perfect. It is 
to be noted that these pieces are the only 
ones that the latter produced in the style 
of Louis XVI." The designs range from 
pendants and brooches to the backs of 
combs, seals, silver and gold boxes, lockets, 
and knife handles, all done in the most 
charming manner of the later days of the 
Ancien Regime. Although intended pri- 
marily to be carried out in the precious 
metals and providing for the use of precious 
stones, the designs are applicable to many 
different kinds of metalwork, and should 
be especially valuable to designers of 
builders' hardware and other small brass- 
work. W. M. I., Jr. 

Metalwork. The Museum has re- 
cently purchased at the sale of the Law- 
rence Collection a group of brass plates, 
candlesticks, and wall brackets, and a few 
objects of ecclesiastical character dating 
from the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies. These were made chiefly at Nur- 
emberg, for many years the chief intellec- 
tual and artistic center of Germany. Its 
importance as an intermediary between 
Italy and the East on the one hand, and 
northern Europe on the other, began to 
decline with the discovery of the sea route 



to India in 1497, although its manufac- 
tures still continued to be so well known 
that they passed into the proverb, "Nur- 
emberg's hand goes through every land," 
and its citizens of the middle class were said 
by Pope Pius II to be better lodged than 
the King of Scotland. 

Only a small portion of the Nuremberg 
output of brass and copper has survived, 
because of natural wear and the fact that 
nations at war since the sixteenth century, 
and indeed even in the recent World War, 
have found brass and copper so necessary 
to the manufacture of arms and ammuni- 
tion that they have secured and melted 
down all they could lay hands on. 

Most of the plates purchased by the 
Museum are large, containing Biblical 
scenes, geometric designs surrounded with 
legends in German and pseudo-Gothic 
characters, or radiating naturalistic mo- 
tives of tulips, grapes, and pine cones. 
This last group is particularly fine, vigor- 
ous in design and technique and of an es- 
pecially good quality of metal. There are 
two pairs of cast baluster-shaped pricket 
candlesticks, a small sixteenth-century 
ciborium, a seventeenth-century benitier 
with pierced back, a pair of large Dutch 
wall brackets and, most engaging of all, 
a small Flemish paten of the sixteenth 
century engraved with Biblical scenes. 
These pieces will be shown for a month in 
the Room of Recent Accessions, after 
which they will be placed on permanent ex- 
hibition in Gallery A 23 with other Euro- 
pean metalwork. R. A. P. 

American Silver of the XVII and 
XVI 1 1 Centuries. In The Review of Feb- 
ruary 9 the following article, entitled The 
Run of the Shelves, was published: 

We have a marvel, a readable museum 
catalogue, in "American Silver of the XVI I 
and XVI 1 1 Centuries," by C. Louise Avery, 
with a preface by R. T. H. Halsey (Metro- 
politan Museum). It is based on the nota- 
ble collection of Judge Clearwater which is 
deposited in the Museum, but it is as well 
a complete little manual of the entire sub- 
ject. It is only within twenty years or 
less that America has given herself credit 
for this beautiful Colonial craftsmanship. 
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The surviving family plate was regarded as 
English. Largely through the researches 
of Mr. Halsey we have recovered the names 
and marks of scores of Colonial silversmiths. 
His own collection, with that of Mr. F. H. 
Bigelow and of Mr. Hollis French, must run 
far into the hundreds. The Clearwater 
collection comprises 543 pieces. American 
silver plate hardly antedates the last quar- 
ter of the XVI I century. It was at its best 
for nearly one hundred and fifty years, until 
large manufacture and machine methods 
supervened. The old pieces, with their 
trace of the hammer strokes and their spots 
of bluish or yellowish "fireskin," immedi- 
ately announce their aristocracy. They 
were made in little shops in which the 
owner worked much himself, and scrupu- 
lously superintended all processes. Natur- 
ally, the models were generally English, 
though New York for a century after the 
British occupation was faithful to her mas- 
sive and stocky Dutch types. Colonial sil- 
ver invariably differs from its European 
prototypes in being less ornate. In a con- 
tributed note on the classical mouldings 
used by the Colonial masters, Mr. Cass 
Gilbert praises and illustrates their sen- 
sitive taste for fine contour. They studied 
the forms with utmost care, and it is by 
their forms that they must be judged. 
Such a craftsman as Edward Winslow, ac- 



tive in Boston before 1750, combines dig- 
nity with gracefulness in an extraordinary 
degree. All the work of Adams style is 
admirable. Miss Avery has diligently 
collected all there is to note on the matter 
of ornament. Some of these masters, as 
Nathaniel Hurd and the younger Paul 
Revere, were excellent engravers. We 
have reproduced their rugged portraits 
by Copley. In every way this little book 
is the best starting point for the study of 
the subject. It abounds in incidental 
touches of antiquarian or general historic 
interest, which make the catalogue almost 
as good reading as the introduction. The 
book is beautifully made and fully illus- 
trated. Especially attractive is the taste- 
ful use of chosen designs from old silver 
to serve as head-bands and tail pieces to 
the chapters. It is odd to see a museum 
catalogue made with something of the co- 
quetry of the eighteenth century printers. 
Yet why not? 

Old Numbers of the Bulletin. Should 
any members of the Museum have back 
numbers of the Bulletin which they 
have not bound and do not care to 
keep, the Museum would be very grate- 
ful for their return, as there is a fre- 
quent demand for numbers now out of 
print. 



LIST OF ACCESSIONS AND LOANS 



CLASS 

Antiquities — Egyptian 
(Sixth Egyptian Room) 



FEBRUARY, I92I 

OBJECT 

Objects (201) consisting of painted wooden 
models and various other objects from 
the Tomb of Mehenkwetre at Thebes, 
XI dyn.; objects (67) comprising a com- 
plete burial from the Tomb of Wah at 
Thebes, X 1 dyn 



(Sixth Egyptian Room) Objects (463) from Thebes, XI-XX dyn. 
objects (10) from Lisht, XI I dyn 



SOURCE 



Excavations cf Museum's 
Expedition, 1920 (Museum 
appropriation, supple- 
mented by contribution of 
Edward S. Harkness). 

Excavations of Museum's 
Egyptian Expedition, 
1914-1919- 
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